Murrayfield Medical Centre – Proof of Entitlement to NHS Care


UK STATE PENSIONERS LIVING ABROAD (even partly) – GUIDANCE OF PROOF NEEDED
Proof of residency in the UK for at least 6 months per year when spending the other 6 months in an EEA country, or Switzerland - proof of both required*


















⁫


Proof of residency in the UK for at least 9 months per year when spending the other 3 months in a non EEA country - proof of both required*





⁫



*Pension book or similar proof showing state pension payments

 
          ⁫
*Photographic proof of ID (passport, UK driving licence, student card, bus pass etc)
⁫
Proof of address (utility bill* or bank statement dated within last 3 months)

⁫
*mobile phone bills cannot be accepted








European Economic Area (EEA) Countries

Austria

France


Lithuania*     

Romania*

Belgium 

Germany

 
Liechtenstein 

Slovakia*

Bulgaria*

Greece


Luxembourg 


Slovenia*

Cyprus 
          Hungary

 
Malta



Spain

Czech Republic* 
Iceland  

 
Netherlands 


Sweden

Denmark 

Ireland (Republic of)   
Norway


UK

Estonia*

Italy


 
Poland*


Finland 

Latvia*   

 
Portugal  

Note:  Swiss national has similar entitlement.

Reciprocal Agreement List 1 Countries Entitlement for nationals of that country.

New Zealand

Russian Federation

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, Moldova, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Ukraine.

Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia, Macedonia and Croatia.

Reciprocal Agreement List 2 Countries.  Entitlement for residents of the country concerned, irrespective of their nationality.

Anguilla 

Isle of Man

Australia 

Montserrat

Barbados 

St Helena

British Virgin Islands Turks and Caicos Islands

Falkland Islands


UK STATE PENSIONERS LIVING ABROAD – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q. I receive a UK state pension and I live abroad. Can I get health care from the NHS when I visit Scotland?

A. You can get health care from the NHS when you visit Scotland if:

 - you spend at least six months of the year in the UK and the rest of the time in the

European Economic Area (EEA) or Switzerland, or

– you spend at least nine months of the year in the UK and the rest of the time in another country outside the EEA or Switzerland.

Q. I receive a UK state pension but I live abroad all or most of the time. Will I be able to get health care from the NHS when I visit Scotland?

A. If you need treatment for an illness or condition that develops while you are visiting Scotland, you will be able to get this from the NHS if:

- you lived in the UK for more than 10 years before moving abroad, or

- you worked for more than 10 years as a Crown servant before moving abroad (for example, you were an employee of HM Forces, a civil servant, or a diplomat), 

or
· you have a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC).
If you have an EHIC, you will also be able to get NHS treatment while in Scotland for a condition or illness that you had before coming to Scotland.

If you do not have an EHIC, you may be able to get treatment for an illness or condition that you had before you came to Scotland, if it gets worse after you arrive. It is the decision of the doctor providing treatment, whether to treat you as an NHS patient.

– The UK has special health care arrangements with some countries outside the EEA. If you live in one of those countries, you can get some health care from the NHS.

Q. What happens when I try to register as a NHS patient with a family doctor?
A. If you need other treatment, staff at the doctor’s practice or hospital will ask to see some documents to help them decide if you are allowed to get health care as a NHS patient. For example, they may ask you to show:

- your UK pension book; or

- a letter from the Department for Work and Pensions saying that you receive a UK state pension, or

- your EHIC card (if you have one).

N.B. If you do not have these documents, you may need to pay for any treatment you receive.

Q. Can my family get health care from the NHS?

A. If you can get NHS care, your husband, wife or civil partner, and any of your children who are in Scotland with you, can get health care from the NHS too. The children must be aged under 16, or under 19 and in full-time education. If you cannot produce these documents the practice may not be able to provide free NHS care and services for your family members.

Q. I receive a war pension. Do the same rules apply to me?

A. If you receive a UK War Disablement Pension, or a War Widow’s or Widower’s Pension, you can get health care from the NHS whenever you visit Scotland. If you need treatment from the NHS while you are in Scotland, you will need to prove that you receive a war pension. For example, staff at the GP surgery or hospital will ask you to show your war pension book, or

a letter from the Ministry of Defence or Department for Work and Pensions saying you receive a UK war pension.

NB. If you do not have these documents, you may need to pay for any NHS treatment you receive.
